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Speakers

• Julian Avila
Community Relations Project Manager

• Steve BeasleySteve Beasley
Project Manager



Agenda

• Regional Transportation Plan Overview

• Project Overview

Question and answer• Question and answer
Please write your questions on the comment cards



What is the Regional 
i l ( )?Transportation Plan (RTP)?

The RTP is a partnership between Arizona Department p p p
of Transportation (ADOT), Maricopa Association of 
Governments (MAG), local cities, Valley Metro and 
Valley Metro Rail to:
• Manage regional transportation programs
• Coordinate project implementation

Valley Metro Rail to:

p j p
• Develop finance strategies
• Foster communication and public 

involvementinvolvement
• Facilitate regional collaboration on 

transportation initiatives



Regional Transportation Planning 
ProcessProcess

* Maricopa County Voters approved current RTP in November 2004



Regional Population Growth

Source: MAG



Regional Population Growth

Source: MAG



Maricopa Association of 
Government’s Role: PlanningGovernment s Role: Planning

• Regional transportation planning
• Set priorities for phasing and funding 

of projectsp j
• Approval of accelerations and cost 

changes to RTPg
• Approval of air quality analyses on all 

regional transportation projectsg p p j



Arizona Department of 
Transportation’s Role: ImplementationTransportation s Role: Implementation

• Implement RTP Freeway Program
• Conduct studies to identify and 

evaluate alternatives
• Coordinate environmental document
• Acquire right-of-wayAcquire right of way
• Design, construct and maintain freeway 

systemsystem



Federal Highway Administration’s 
Role: Oversight

• Provide federal highway funds
Role: Oversight

• Serve as lead federal agency
• Participate in study processParticipate in study process
• Provide document review and decision
• Provide engineering and environmental• Provide engineering and environmental 

document review and approval
• National Environmental Policy Act• National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) 



Public’s Role

• Ask questions
• Provide feedback
• Participate in project developmentParticipate in project development
• Participate in public involvement
• Inform us• Inform us

• What is important to you?
• What are your concerns?• What are your concerns?



Public Involvement Approach

• Clear, consistent, and inclusive 
communication with the public through 
planning, design, and construction

• Seek input from individuals, community 
leaders and elected officials

• Work with local community-based 
organizations, neighborhoods and 
businesses

• Utilize existing communication toolsg



Purpose of Scoping

• Invite agency and public participation 
via the NEPA process

• Identify affected public and agency y p g y
concerns

• Identify issues that need attention y
during the study and additional studies 
that should be conducted

• Define a timeframe for completion of 
the studyy



How We Build Freeways



Learn more about the 
Regional Transportation Plan

www.LetsKeepMoving.Com



Project OverviewProject Overview



Study Area



Study Need

• Current and future traffic demands 
exceed existing roadway capacity

• I-17 freeway is over 50 years old and y y
needs major renovation



Study Purpose

• Identify/evaluate alternatives to 
improve traffic operations

• Develop solutions to reduce the hours p
of delay and congestion



Focus of Study

• Environmental and Engineering 
elements

• Improvement Alternativesp
• No Build Alternative
• Design Concept Report (DCR) andDesign Concept Report (DCR) and 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)



Study Schedule and Project 
Mil tMilestones



Engineering Elements

• Traffic • Utilities
• Roadway Facility 

and Constraints
• Constructability
• Right of Way

• Frontage Roads
• Multimodal 

F iliti /S i

• Costs
• Implementation 

Facilities/Services
• Drainage

Plan



Environmental Elements
• Air Quality
• Biological

• Noise
• Section 4(f)• Biological 

Resources
• Cultural Resources

• Section 4(f) 
Properties

• Secondary andCultural Resources
• Environmental 

Justice

Secondary and 
Cumulative Impacts

• Socioeconomic 
• Hazardous 

Materials
Considerations

• Visual Resources
• Land Use
• Neighborhood 

• Water Resources

Considerations



Public Input

• Inform us
• What is important to you?
• What are your concerns?

• Submit your comments by March 22, 
2010



We want to hear from you!
• Submit the comment form today
• Mail to:Mail to: 

ADOT I-17 CIS/EIS
Attn: Julian Avila, ADOT CCP Project Manager
101 N. 1st Ave, Suite 1900
Phoenix, AZ 85003

• E-Mail: ADOT@hdrinc.com
• Phone: 602-787-3927
• Fax: 602-385-1620
• Web Site: www.ValleyFreeways.com


